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What’s Up With The Upper Five

Since I have nothing at all to write about this week (things are slow around here
this time of year as far as excitement goes), I’ve decided to update you on my five older
siblings.

It’s David who has the most exciting news. He’s the one who comes before
Matthew. David is, I am glad to say, getting married this June! He is engaged to a
beautiful, wonderful young woman named Kathryn Elizabeth Hendrix. We are very
excited for both of them, and can’t wait for Kathryn to become an official member of our
family. So, welcome, Kathryn!

Laura is next. She and Philip Gioja still live in Piper City, a town about thirty
minutes from here, raising their two-year-old daughter Kesley Nicole. Philip works at my
older brother Mark’s software and sound-panel business, which is also located in Piper
City. Laura also works there part time.

Stephen and Jenna Aardsma continue to live in Chicago, Illinois. Stephen still
works as an artist. He has created some really magnificent things from wood and paint.
His wife, Jenna, is a teacher, and is currently taking classes to get a Master’s degree. The
two of them also purchased a house in the last year or so, and have already done lots of
renovations to it.

Mark and Jenn Aardsma also have some exciting news. Jenn is expecting their
third child, which is to be born sometime in July. We are happy for them. Mark is busy
heading his growing business, with lots of employees to manage. Jenn is home-schooling
her first child, Nathan, as well as caring for her beautiful little girl, Alison.

Jennifer and Steve are still living all the way off in Virginia. We miss them lots,
and so we’re very glad that they are coming down this June for David’s wedding. It’s
going to be great to see them again. Jennifer is home-schooling Joshua (7), who is doing
very well in first grade. She is also kept busy with lots of work in their church, and
looking after Ethan (5), and Katelyn (3). Steve works as assistant pastor in the church his
father pastors. He also leads the church choir, and does countless other things. (As I know
that Jennifer and her family read this every week, I want to say a special hello to them.
Hello down there in Virginia, everyone!)

So that’s where the ‘upper five’ are. We haven’t seen them a lot lately, since
Dad’s medicine requires him to be under ‘quarantine’. We’'ll be seeing them at the
various wedding functions for the first time in a while. It’ll be good to see them again, as
well as all those adorable nieces and nephews!






